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Gustav Klimt was born into a modest but creative family and trained at the Vienna School of Arts

and Crafts as a history painter. While already being an acclaimed artist, he began to explore a more
personal style that blended elements of symbolism and the flowing. nature-inspired forms of Art
Nouveau. Although he was a public figure, Klimt greatly valued his privacy. He adored his many cats
and favoured loose robes, had no interest in self-portraits and never painted himself. Breaking with
academic convention, he was one of the founders of the Vienna Secession movement and promoted a
more inclusive, progressive vision of art. His Golden Period works were shaped by his fascination with
precious metals, Byzantine mosaics and bold ornaments, and initially drew mixed reviews. The Kiss
places Klimt among history’s most celebrated artists.
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